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Vayikra
What Is Humility?

Is it possible that the most humble person
who ever lived actually had a touch of
arrogance? I'm referring to Moshe
Rabbeinu, the greatest of all rabbis and
teachers. The Torah declares that Moshe
was:

“DTRD 220 Y,
“More humble than any person throughout

all time.”

And yet we see that very same Moshe
standing before Pharaoh, thundering:

“Let my people go!”
The very same Moshe who, when Korach
and his followers challenged him, declared:

“Aharon and | are God's chosen ones.”

At the very beginning of the portion of

Vayikra, we have an answer to this question.

Vayikra is the first word of our parsha, it is
also the first word of the book of Vayikra.
And fascinatingly, the last letter of Vayikra,
the aleph, is what we call an “N1yr q9N" - it's
a tiny aleph.

According midrashic tradition, it was Moshe
who wrote that aleph in small lettering.
Hashem dictated the Torah to him, and
when Hashem said to him:

"nW)’J'bN N-_IFP"_]_"
“And he called to Moses”
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Moshe thought, “God himself has called out
to me. I'm not worthy.” So he wrote a tiny
aleph so that the word would now look
more like 9p", which means... Hashem
bumped into him. Hashem happened to
encounter him.

So in this way, Moshe represented his
humility. We only have a question relating
to that humility if we misunderstand what
the concept is all about. Because, it is
critically important for us to have self-
confidence, to believe in our ability. To
thank Hashem for the talents and the gifts
of life that he has endowed us with.

So a great, humble person, when
complimented, would not think to himself,
“They've got it spot on - I'm the greatest.”
No. On the contrary, they would say
“Hashem has given me opportunities.
Thank you Hashem for enabling me to
maximize those opportunities in my life.”

Therefore, there is no contradiction
between self-confidence and high
achievement on the one hand, and deep
humility on the other.

And the finest example of that all was
Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest teacher and

rabbi of all time.

Shabbat Shalom.

This is a transcript of a video, which is available to
view via chiefrabbi.org/dvar-torah



